staircases/details — lighting

Nowhere s lighting more important than onstairs
Lighting stairs used to mean, at best, insetting wall lights
behind glass panels at various points along the flight, but
new materials, such as electroluminescent (EL) film glued
onto sairs, o prism-cut fibre optics, which delineate each
tread without adding to the weight or bulk, have radically
changed the illumination of stars

Light Graphix invented the new high-output, side-
emitting, fibre-optic tube, coated in transparent Teflon,
which provides continuous light through a 60-degree
output angle - at least five times brighter than
conventional side-emitting fibre optics. Phosphor ink
silkscreen printed onto polyester fim called
electroluminescent film (EL), plugged into an electrical
socket and used as integrated lighting strips on stairs,
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pasted on site. The disadvantages are that it is expensive
and needs an inverter to operate the lamp because EL fim
works only on AC. Austrian company Light & Motion
Lichttechnik designed stairs using EL for a Dutch theatre
setand called them “Stairway to Heaven"”

High-tech projects such as this - and fittings such as
the Muvis “Magritte" (see picture 4) - offer consumers
the possibilties and technologies that are typical of the
lighting systems designed for theatre and movie sets
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